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Lecturer at Universitat Wien - Institut fiir Philosophie

Education

Universitat Wien

Doktor der Philosophie, Titel: Performative Vergemeinschaftung
Supervisor: Georg Stenger, Michael Staudigl

Universitat Wien

Master of Arts - Philosophie, Abschluss mit Auszeichnung

Supervisor: Georg Stenger

Friedrich-Schiller-Universitat-Jena

Bachelor of Arts - Philosophie und Kunstgeschichte/Filmwissenschaften
Supervisor: Jens Bonnemann, Lambert Wiesing

Academic Employment

Vienna, Austria
2018-2026

Vienna, Austria
2015-2018

Jena, Germany
2010-2014

Universitat Wien

Vienna, Austria

Lecturer Since 2025
Vienna Doctoral School of Philosophy Vienna, Austria
Thesis Completion Fellowship 2024
Universitat Wien Vienna, Austria
VDP Teaching Fellow - External Teaching Position 2021/22
Additional Funding

Thesis Completion Fellowship 6300€
Vienna Doctoral School of Philosophy 2024
Conference Participation/Event Organization Grants approx. 5000€
Vienna Doctoral School of Philosophy 2019-2026

Areas of Research

Communitarization, affects and affectivity, violence, (critical/political) phenomenology, aesthetic/religious/political

experiences, radicalization and extremism, Alfred Schiitz, Bernhard Waldenfels, Hannah Arendt
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General Research Interests

Georg Harfensteller holds a PhD from the University of Vienna. His research has a strong focus on phenomenology,
social studies, political theory and religious studies. His academic interests revolve around understanding the complex
relationships between communal identity, religious practices, political experiences, violence and social behaviors. He
has explored how communal belonging influences both the positive and negative aspects of political and religious
engagement, such as fostering solidarity or leading to discord. Additionally, his research examines how shared
identifications and communal practices can both mitigate and exacerbate conflicts. His work is not limited to
theoretical exploration; it also aims to develop a descriptive approach to social phenomena and addresses practical
concerns about the role of religion and political engagement in modern societies. In addition to his focus on religious,
political, and communal dynamics, Harfensteller also engages with broader philosophical questions concerning the
nature of affects, emotions, consciousness, and subjectivity, drawing from phenomenological traditions and their
most recent critical applications.

PhD-Thesis

In his PhD thesis, Georg Harfensteller investigated embodied, performative, and pre-reflexive forms of communitari-
sation and the resulting shared agency. He developed a social-phenomenological approach to religious and political
gatherings as a framework for a descriptive analysis of group formation beyond the mediated content. The experience
of the self and the other, the structure and prerequisites of interaction, as well as shared affects like familiarity and
strangeness form the cornerstones of the analysis.

Publications

Harfensteller, Georg (2025a). ,,Basale Gemeinschaft: Zusammengehdrigkeit aufgrund (mit)erlebter Fremd-
heit und Vertrautheit”. ger. In: phainesthai - Gemeinschaft und soziales Leben 1. URL: https://et-
al.ophen.org/pub-268914.

Harfensteller, Georg (2025b). ,Risse im Bezugsgewebe. Gewalt als Griindungsmoment politischer Ge-
meinschaft”. In: Phdnomenologien des Politischen: Konturen, Konstellationen, Kontexte. Hrsg. von
Michael Staudigl. Wiesbaden: Springer Fachmedien Wiesbaden, S. 107-135. por1: 10.1007/978-3-
658-45720-4_5.

Harfensteller, Georg (2024). Gewalt ist kein Naturphdnomen - Ein Interview mit Pascal Delhom. Apr. 2024.
URL: https://skug.at/gewalt-ist-kein-naturphaenomen/ (besucht am 29.08.2024).

Harfensteller, Georg (2023). , The Genesis of a Shared World Through Event Infrastructure. A pheno-
menological investigation of communitarisation in shared and extraordinary experiences”. In: Events
and Infrastructure: Critical Interrogations. Critical Event Studies Research Series. London: Routledge,
S. 131-144.

Harfensteller, Georg (2022). ,,Praying Together, Hating Together. Transforming Hostility through the
Effective Direction of Religious Communitarization”. In: Religions 13.7. DOI: 10.3390/rel113070630.
URL: https://www.mdpi.com/2077-1444/13/7/630.

Harfensteller, Georg (2021). , Affektivitat religioser Vergemeinschaftung. Phdnomenologische Analyse
gemeinsame Erfahrung in der religiésen Sinnprovinz". In: InterCultural Philosophy - Emotionalitit und
Intersubjektivitat im interdisziplindren phanomenologischen Diskurs 1.1. Hrsg. von Alexander Nicolai,
S. 9-25. DOI: 10.11588/icp.2021.1.84396.
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Additional Research Achievements

Organizational Scientific Activities and Public Relations

Co-Organizer - Lecture Series

Forschungskreis Phdnomenologie - Vorlesungsreihe Phinomenologische Forschungen Since 2023
Editor - Volume

Kritische Phinomenologien der Gewalt - Zuginge, Perspektiven, Grenze, In production 2026
Co-Organizer - Workshop

Myth and the More-than-Human Community in the Twenty-First Century 2026
Co-Organizer - Workshop

Frantz Fanon - Fiir eine Afrikanische Revolution - Lektiire-Workshop 2025
Co-Organizer - Conference

Den Finger in die Wunde legen - Kritische Phdnomenologien der Gewalt 2024
Interviewer

Gewalt ist kein Naturphdnomen - Ein Interview mit Pascal Delhom 2024

https://skug.at/gewalt-ist-kein-naturphaenomen/

Project Team Member

Die Dunkle Kammer - Photoproject with , Die letzte Generation* 2023
Funded by Zukunftsrat Verkehr, See https://skug.at/t/die-dunkle-kammer/

Presentations

Universitat Konstanz — Sozialwissenschaftliches Archiv Konstanz Konstanz, Germany

Violence, empathy, and the affective conditions of social critique 2026
Phenomenology and Social Critique - International conference of SPHS and ICNAP

Universitat Wien — Institut fiir Philosophie Vienna, Austria
Nishida Kitaro's Concept of the I, the Other and the Thou in Mutual Self-Negation 2026
Resisting Othering - Reimagining the Self-Other Relationship Globally

Universitat Graz — Institut fiir Soziologie Graz, Austria
Sozialphdnomenologische Anndherung an das Politische mit A. Schiitz und H. Arendt 2025

»Phanomenologien, Soziologie und Politik" - Interdisziplindrer Arbeitskreis Phdnomenologie und Soziologie

TU Darmstadt — Institut fiir Philosophie Darmstadt, Germany
Krise affektiver Indexikalitat. Gesellschaftliche Grenzen der Einfiihlung 2025
»Krisis und Kritik" - Tagung der deutschen Gesellschaft fiir phanomenologische Forschung

Universitat Wien — Institut fiir Soziologie Wien, Austria
Decoupling the Political from Politics 2025
VII. Conference of the International Alfred Schutz Circle for Phenomenology and Interpretive Social Science
Universitat Graz — Institut fiir Philosophie Graz, Austria
Gewalt einfiihlen und mitfiihlen 2024

Negative Affectivity and Practical Possibilities
TU Darmstadt — Institut fiir Philosophie Darmstadt, Germany

Fragile Bezugsgewebe. Gewalt als Griindungsmoment politischer Gemeinschaft 2024
InDebate: Darmstadter Tage fiir junge phanomenologische Forschung
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https://phaenomenologie.univie.ac.at/forschung/phaefo/
https://phaenomenologie.univie.ac.at/forschung/myth-community/
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https://www.sphs.soziologie.uni-konstanz.de/conferences/2026-annual-conference/
https://phaenomenologie.univie.ac.at/forschung/vergangene-events/othering/
https://soziologie.de/kalender/c/e/2025/11/28/759
https://www.philosophie.tu-darmstadt.de/institut_phil/veranstaltungen_phil/sose_25/dgpf_tagung/dgpf_2025.de.jsp
https://www.schutzcircle.org/conferences/2025-vienna/
https://www.medunigraz.at/events/detail/negative-affectivity-and-practical-possibilities
https://www.philosophie.tu-darmstadt.de/institut_phil/veranstaltungen_phil/wise_23___24/d_tage_fuer_junge_phaen_forschung.de.jsp

Universitat Wien — Institut fiir Philosophie Vienna, Austria
Risse im Bezugsgewebe 2024
Den Finger in die Wunde legen - Kritische Phanomenologien der Gewalt

Universitat Heidelberg — Zentrum fiir Innere Medizin Heidelberg, Germany
Performativitat politischer Gemeinschaftlichkeit 2023
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir phanomenologische Forschung - Doktorandenkolloquium

Univ. of Copenhagen — Center for Subjectivity Research Copenhagen, Denmark

The Proven and the Unmanageable in Action 2023
Us and Them: Phenomenological Perspectives in Dialogue

Univ. of Copenhagen — Center for Phen. Psychology and Aesthetics Copenhagen, Denmark

Interrelation between Intersubjective Strangeness and Familiarity 2023
"Affect in Dialogue" - Interdisciplinary Coalition of North American Phenomenologists

LMU Miinchen — Fakultat fiir Phil., Wiss.theorie und Religionswissenschaft Munich, Germany

Phianomenologische Topologie religiéser Erfahrungen 2019
Miinchner Kolloquium fiir Religionsphilosophie 2019

Universitat Heidelberg — Klinik f. Allgemeine Psychiatrie Heidelberg, Germany

Vergemeinschaftung und affektive Sedimentierung 2019
DGAP-Workshop 2019 Angst-Trauer-Hass — Phanomenologie und Phanomenalitat von Gefiihlen
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